It were a sad thing if a nation's soul could
die so fast. That were a poor soul that
could succumb so easily to extraneous
influences. The aggregate of psychological
elements which constitute a national char-
acter, is as tenacious as the "irreducible
elements of species, of the fins of fish, of the
beak of the bird, of the tooth of the carniv-
orous animal." In his recent book, full of
shallow asseverations and brilliant gen-
eralizations, M. LeBon* says, " The dis-
coveries due to the intelligence are the
common patrimony of humanity; qualities
or defects of character constitute the ex-
clusive patrimony of each people: they are
the firm rock which the waters must wash
day by day for centuries, before they can
wear away even its external asperities."
These are strong words and would be
highly worth pondering over, provided there
were qualities and defects of character
which constitztte the exclusive patrimony of
each people. Schematizing theories of this
sort had been advanced long before LeBon
began to write his book, and they were

* The Psychology of Peoplest p. 33.